Computerized data enhance hazardous materials incidence response.
The use of data processing to enhance job performance in emergency situations has had only limited application. In 1984, Middlesex Borough developed the first computerized hazardous material response program in New Jersey. A task force was formed to identify resources, needs, solutions and to actually put the program in place. Training programs and field drills were conducted for emergency personnel. Priority selection was based on risk assessment by the inspection staff. A system was developed that would be compatible with the federal emergency computer so as to broaden the information base. In 1985, the first full year of operation, there were three major emergencies in the Borough. In each case, the responders had an instantaneous computer printout providing data for rapid decisions, as well as a computer sketch of the plant and all its facilities. This enabled a higher level of protection for the public, the affected industry and the emergency responders.